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Captain George Skea (1840-19049)

My prandfuther, Caplain George Skes, was ope of five known children of Agnes Mckay and
George Alexunder Collison Skue (later “Skea™, born Hllegitimately in 1808 in Stonchaven 1o
Alexander Skac and Martha Collison). George Snr married Agnes on 19" November 1832 in
Aberdeen’s Shiprow Chapel (Linited Christinn Church) when he was 24 and she was 16, He
had gone to sca ns an apprentice in 1826 at the age of 17, and his maritime reconds show thae
e grew to 8 hieght of 5° 67, had fair skin, dark hairand brown eves, and could write,

George and Agnes had a daughter, Sarab, born in 1434, For the next six vears there were no
recorded children, though some may have died in infaney, ze most poor familics in Scotland in
the 1 800s were having children every two years, Their son George, the subject of this article,
was borm on 3™ August 1840, followed by Alfred in 1843, a daughter Larmoml in 1847, and
Mary Ann in 1850,

Life was not easy for Agnes and George. He was variously n seaman, bontswain and mate
from 1826-5], and was seldom at home. Somewhere along the way, he lost thres tocs on his
et [oot. Agnes was alone with her children in the 1841 and 1851 censuges mnd at Alfred's
baptism in 1843, The family lived in 8 number of differen! tenements aroumd Aberdeen,
sometimes living near Agnes’s brother Alexander and their youriger. unmarried sister, Sarah.

Alesander Mekay and his wife, Ann, had seven children near in age to those of Avnes and
Goorge. Two of their sons, Horatio (1836) and Alexander {1840), must have been cipecially
close o their cousin, George Skea, as some of George's children believed them to kave been
his brothers. These twio bovs grew up 1o be anceesafil captains with the Cunard Lines from
the 1860s up antll 1903, In 18S#, their father, by then a shipmaster himself, conld affosd 1o
pay Tor o Hsting in the Aberdeen postal directory — a sign of middle-clnys status in those days,

It does non ook Hke George and Agnes Skea ever made it 1o the middle class. In July 1854,
this item appeared in the dherdeen Jowrnal:

Agnes MeKay, or Skea, and Sarah Skea, maother and doughier. botk lavely rexiding in
Holbyrn Streer, were brought ug on o formidable indiciment of several charges af
stealing, we altermatively, the mother of stealing, aud the daughier of re-seiting
[resellingl, @ great number of varlous ariicles of haberdashery, feweilery, ete., purioined
Srom sevaral feading howses b town The case war reparted fn owr local news @ short
Lme gice,  The elder privoser peed guilty aj‘ thefl, ¢xcepr ot aricley, aid the
daughter uf resel of thefl of two rings, The plea was accepied and sentence pronowmnced
~ the mather fe be Imprboncd for nine inonths erd the dawgiter for theee months

Agnes was 38 vears old, but hor signature in the court reconds is thal of & trembling old
woman, She was gravely il Within three weeks of ber inprizenmenl o2 e Dodewell
Prison, she was trunsforred to the Aberdeen Roval Infirmary, The attending physician was not
o surgeon. 1t is the medical archivist's opimion that the transfer was not for treatment; it was
toa late for that. Agnes died of uterine cancer on 29 October 1854,

What happened to her widower and their five children?

CUreorge remurricd five vears laler, when he was 30, His second wife, Ann Moir, was a 49.
year-old spinster (claiming to be 43), of 33 Ann Street, Aberdeen. George called himself a
Ship Master on his marringe cerfificate, although it has not been possible to confirm this with
mantime records. He may not stll have been sailing in 1859, bectuse he no lenger lived near
the harbour. On 26™ lanuary 1870, Georee dicd of liver discase, which he had had for six
yours He wad 61 vears old, and his address was 15 Ann Stredt, Aberdoen

Saroh Skea, aged 20 when she wits imprisoned in 1854, has disappeared, No further census
listings or records of her marmiage or death in Scotland can be found, Did she die before the
il recording of deaths began in 18537 Did she feave the country?  The scarch cominues.

ey
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Attemnpting 1o follow up what It T koew of John Wilson's birth mother, Tdeelded to look for
nmarriage anywhere iz Scotland bebween an Ann McDonald and 8 man surnamead Walker, {he
naines Jahn had glven on his marriage cerificate. For a while, 1 searched in valn - then, not
anly did | find ong, but | found it taking place m none other than Croy!  The bride, Ann
MeBonald. was aged 26 af the marrage on 29 July 1870, which meant that she would have
Bevn about 13 in 1859 when | believed that Jobn was born. 1 knew that John McHarme, his
suspocted father, came from Crov. Could it be that the local boy John MeHattie had put the
local girl Ann MeDonalkd in the family way? Perhaps she, being 5o young, was sent down the
mal to Cwwidor to have the baby before he was taken away to be brought up by his fuher's
family. apparently by the very onderstanding Iane McLean, who was soon to marry the father
of both Ann's biby and the one she hersell wus also expecting? Was Tohn Moldmiie, who
died tn 1864 of “consumption of [0 vears”, making the most of the Hme he had left?

IT this was indeed Jobin Wilson Melfamie, how 'did an fllegitimate boy come (o be so educated
and s0 able 10 meke his mark in life? The sophisticated flownish of his signatere on the
docaments | had i my possession could only have come from & skilled hand, | knew ihat the
family wt Dambway Castle hadd token o kindly interest over the vears in the lives of their
emplovies, 1 already hod good evidence that Lord and Lady Moray had. in the 18305, paid for
the medical training &t Edinburgh of Dr Richord McHattie, another grandson of Janes, who
winl on 1o make his mark in Australia. | also knew from her obituary that “Lord and Lady
Muoray ook a great inferest” in Ellzabeth (Alexander's grandmaother) and paid her a “fast
tribute of respect by laving n handsome wreath on her grave” wiren she died in 1907 aged 103,

Counld it be thut the fumily ar Damaway Castle may also have lent a hand 1o John Wilson
MoHatlie? Had they seon 4 quict youmg boy taking far more intercst in working in the castle
grounds than learning the fumily blacksmithing wrade snd, perhups, seen o it thar he received
an education? 1 knew that John hed swned his working life for Mackintosh of Mackintosh at
May, and | lad been wondéring how he came 1o stant out at such an illustrious address, It
really does seem likely that the good folk at Damuway Castle might hove arraanged it for him

My search has been gomg on for some time now, and § have to feel | may have gone as for as |
can i frcking down the link between my great-prandfather Alexander and his “beother John™
There really does seem to be no record in existence anywhere ol Joln Wilson's hirth, The
aetual truth may never be known,  On e other hand, vou never know what new piece of
information may be just around the corner, For now, though, 1'm content lo gaze with the
tourtsts at the floral clock and murmur (just loudly enough for those around me 1o hear): “Al
yis = Greent-Ulnele John .7
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Alfred Skea was 11 vesrs old when his mother went 1o prison. In May 1859, three months
belure his fathes's remarriage, Alfved boarded o ship ealled the Johw and Mary as un
appremtice scamen and sol sail out of North Shields s the mouth of the River Tyne in north-
enst Englond. He was not quite 16 years old.  Alfred’s subsequent fate is unknown, There is
nes reeond of his marriage or death in Scolland, and he is not in the 1881 census records for all
ol Great Britnin. TTe may have died of sen or emizvated o Ireland, Canada, Ausimalia or
Americn, as did many seamen of his day. Mich more searching rerraing to be done.

Larmond Skea wis seven vears ald when her mother went o prison. In 1861, aped 14 but
claiming 10 be 17, she was a woollen factory worker, boarding with the John Thompson
family in the Lower Deénburn Strect tenement in which her father had lived two years earlier.
In 186, when she was almos 17 but éliaimed 4o be 18, Lanmond married 21-vear-old Private
James Goodall of the 78" Highlenders. In 1869, she was the (nformant [signing with an “X™)
when her Aunl Sarah MeKay died.  There is no evidence of apy children 1o Larmond and
James. e was o tadlor ofter Teaving the miliuaey, bub did not do well. He had alveady died by
1877, when Larmond died of berculosis, aged 29, in the poorhowse of St Nicholons Parish

Mary Ann Skies was four vears old when her mother went (o privon.  She probably went 1o
live with ber gunt, Sarah McKay, because she was with her for the census of 1861, when she
was [1, and sull there In 1RGE, when she was 18 and piving birth to an illegitimate son she
named George Skea, When she wag 220 Mary Ann married a 32-vear-old jouneyman tailog
muned Williom Deans. He wos <iill alive at the 1891 census, but died before Mary Ann. The
couple udopted u son named Ramsey and had another named William, bom in 12879, Mary
Ann's eldest son, pow calling himsell George heans, was the informant of his mother™s death
on 4" December 1902, She was 32 veurs old and lived in the Aberdeen Foor House,

And our George? 1z was 13 years old when his mother went 1o prison, and 14 when she died.
He attended Mr Thaines” School of Aberdeen for eight years. At the end of May 1857, twao
tnonths before his 177 birthday, he bepon a five-year indeniue as a scoman's approntice. He
boarded his first ship, the Fury, m Joly. A small ship with cight crew plus three apprentices, it
sade #ix rrips along the English east const between Shields and London while George was
aboard. He left the Frry in December 1857, and the notatdon next to his naome In the ship's
log says: “abeconded”, His whereabouls cannot be discovered again until 18635, when he left a
ship called the Olfve Brasch (erew agreement still missing) and hoardial the Hollingide in
South Shields, According to the Holfingide w log, George lefl his previous vedsel “with leave
and with liability™, Between Septemiber 1865 and Seplember 1866, he mude o round trip 1o
Bombay with 16 other men and five apprentices, He carned £2 and 5 shillings per month.

some of George™s descendants beliove he truvelled to the Holy Land with Samuel Clemgns
(Mark Pwaing on the Owaker iy, o steamship which lell New York City [crew dgreement
unavailable) in June |B6T. Twain wrote aboul the trip in a collection of essuys that became
the book The finacestts Abroad. George could not have been aboard the Quaker City, becanse
from December 1866 (o December 1867 b was the mate an e Reymond, which safled oul of
Drublin 1o Alesandria in Cgypt, Constantinople in Tourkey, and other ports on the Black Sea.
Twain was also in Constaptinople and on ' the Black Sea in the Inte summer and early autimn
of 1867, The persistence of this family gory and the eningidence of their being in the same
part of the world at the same time makes it all the more likely that they mel

Mer lenving the Ruymond, George wus hired for two months as the only male on a smaller
ship, the Sevannah La Mar, sailing out of Meweastle o Kronsiadt, Russia, off the Baltic Sca.
There were only eiglil men on this ship — all, except the captain, vounger than 30, George was
27 and carning E3 5s per month.

In Scprember 1868, George became the first mate on the Magdala and began en 18-month
journey to Seuith Africa, with stops in France, India und Belginm. According 1o the crew
agreements of that time, tost ships strted oul with one cargo for o purticuldr destination, and
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had their owners” permission 1o take on other cirgo whien they gol there. The Magdala stayed
in South African waters e several months  In addition 1o the copliin and the fitst mate, there
wore ten voung men on baard, one of whom was a problem.  In the ship's log, the captain
deseribes repeated threats and hostilities agninst himsell or George Skea [rom Wbe acting
second mate, Thomas Young, They were st sea off the Cape of Good Tlape, and the captain
wits concemed becanse there were no leg-irons om board with which to restrain the man, He
consulied George ahout whit 1o do, and the two ol Them decided

Sor the safety of my erew s Iife and the Mate s and the safery of the ship and cargo, me
and the Mate intended o lead the 2nd Mate to think § would be all right when the ship
arrived and did intemd fo keep w good (ookout for the 2ed Afaie o prevent furtfer
Irouibile.

They made it back 1o Marscilles, France, where Young was dizcharged in Oclober 1869, The
rest Of the crew, except for the first mate and the steward, were also replaced, The ship
continped to work in European waters nntil Mareh 1870 — George wis sailing on the Magdala
when his father died in Aberdecn in January 1870,

From October to December 1870, George, now aged 30 and earming £6 95 per month, served
ns second mate on the T £ Farster, probably his first steamship. He sailed between England,
Grermany, France and the Netherlands. There were 249 crow, aged from 15 10 60, In 1871,
Cieorge worked for two months cach on two more steamships: he was third mate on the
Alewick Castle, sailing to Alexandrin, ind was second mote on the Hastings, sailing botween
Lngland, Ircland and Malu,

Sometime in 1871, Gearge Sken [athered a son whom he named George. The birth record has
nof been found, but the fact of his existence is confirmed by his living descendants. Tt is likely
that he was hum in North Shields, South Shields or Ln-:rp{ml. ad that his mother"s pame was
Mary Ann Smith. No marvisge record for Mary Ann Smith and Gieorge Sken hos been found:
but thie birth and death records of their second son. John, exist

Giegrge bocame the first mate on the Levasrer in November 1871, He was aged 31, and the
other 20 men on board were aged from 19 w 48, From England, this sailing vessel travelled 1o
Martinique and Trinidad in the West Indies and to Bremerhaven, Germany. The captain wis
four yours younger than George and apparently not as experienced Before they left Grimshy,
nine men had deserted. The ship™s log i5 full of entries about dronkenness, men n:l‘m{ngm
work and threats ngainst the captain. Uoorge Skea always signs the log beneath the signniure
of the captain, After the emd of June, itis George who has written the entrics. Two examples;

Thursday, 11" Juiv 1872, 1 AM

Lat 447 28N, Long 417 137 W

Blowing a heavy gale, e sl rofling freavily, some fiees of barrels woshed adrift = hadd
fo cul away the Salwark to er thom o overboard to provent them from breaking the
g stattion o hatch covering {rigned) George Skea, Mare

Swnday, 14 fuly 1872, 5 PM

Lar, 45° 6% N, Long, 387 307 W

W G Sherborre, Masier, and James Mojfan, Stoward. wenr on hoard the Bargen
Charles Lambert off and for Hartlepool as paysengers, the Maseer belng in @ very fow
state of pind legving I Grearge Skea. in charge. {signed] Ceorge  Skea
Acting Master

Ueorge was the acting master for Lhe rest of the joumey. Perhaps this experience convincid
him that he coubd be a shipmasier - for, when he lefl the Levanter in Ootober 172, he
enrolled in the Marine College at South Shiclds. obtaining his Caplain’s Cerrificae in 1873,
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In Septeminer, aged 33, George Skea signed on as second mate for the Warrve, o steamship
with  crew of 20, bound for Africa He wag 10 eam his highestsalary on record; E9 a month.
When they arrived st Bonny River, on the west coast of Adiich, the ship’s log indicstes that six
crew members were trimsterred o other slips Lo be <ent home, #nd ope man died of “Affrican
fever”. On Monday moming, 29% Decomber 1873, off Bonin Bar, this emtry was mnde:

Ghvrge Bowmaker, Captam, and George Skea, Second Mawe, went onboard the 5. 8
Sestagerl 10 procecd wp the coast for the bengfit of their health av advised by the Dovtar
af the 5. 8 Simeeal

In December 1873, with George still in Africa, Mary Ann Smah gave binh in Tynemouth wo g
son nafned John Ingram Skea. The birth centificate says that his father was George Skea, Ship
Master, Sadly, this baby died eight months later in Pladsiow, London,

The next time George Skea appears fn available written records s in carly 1882, At the
census in April 1881, he was probably at sea, because his son, Gearge, is listed as 2 “guest” in
the household of o widow named Marparel MeLachlan i Glasgow. The nine-year-old's
mother had presumably died by then, ulthongh there is no record of her death in Scotland,

Some descendanis were told that George Skez travelled with Henry Maorton Stanley an his
African expedition to find Dr David Livingstone.  Stanley's first expedition began in
Fanzbar, on the east opast of Africs, m January 1871, when George wos just boarding a ship
in England for a joumey 1o Egypl. George was not in African waters again until Seplember
1873, By early 1873, Stanley had afready found Livingstone, and Livingstone had since died.
However, Stanley was invalved in an Atvican war in January 1874 and had wovelled o [‘npn-
Coast Castle, an the west coast of Africa, sometime during the fall of 1873, The Scottish 42
Highlanders participated in that wer between the British and the Ashanti tibe. On 1" January
IBT4, the 8.8 Senepul, probablv with George Skea still abourd, was in Lagos, sbout 325 miles
erst of Cape Const Costle. Stanley's journey infand begun on 6 January.

Stunley returned ta England in February 874, and in Aogust he sailed ta Zanribar, There
wire three other whine men an his nest expedition across the continent of Africa, beginning
that Moyember; bul none was named George Skea, Al the end of that expedition, in August
1877, Smnicy and R0 of his followers ssited on four different ships ground the southemn tip of
Africe back o Zaneibar, where he buoarded o steamer for his tetum 0 Englind in Deconrber,
Stanley sailed back o Zanzibar in January 1879 and hired his loyal native followers o help
i in the development of ithe Conga. With them, he sailed around thwe nonh of Africa w the
mauth of the Congo, via the Red Sed and the Mediterranean, between May and August 1879,
Alihough George Skea did nol appear 1o work on passenger ships, it is not known where he
wiis during these years, and concvivably he could have been on any anc of the ships mken by
Swunley in his ravels. By ihen, Henry Morton Stanley was a very famous man. 17 George
Skea had met him, he most cetainly would bave told his children.

bn April VB8Z, when he was 41, George joined the crew of the dnchoria as fourh mate, He
twld the enptain that his provious employment had been on the Alime but o maritime archivist
has nod found him listed in any of the Aliee’s crew apreements from [877-81. The dnchoria
wits @ 4, 167-ton steamship that smled between Glasgow and New York with a crew of 100
men o more. George was promoted 1o thicd male, and made II\lt! raund trips between April
and Decomber (B82. The day be hoarded for his fourth inp, pg* September 1582, s also the
day he married EHza Taylor Lea in Govan, Glasgow, She was 32 and from Birkenhead, near
Liverpoal. Heor descendants were fold that she was relnted to the Len & Perting W'nrmrer
Sauce family, although the 1881 census shows her as a servant in Barnston, Cheslire.

Followwy his service on the Anchorfa, George began s first official appointmeont as capiain
on u smail deamship called the drdgowan, which he pmded through voyages i the “home™ or
“eoasting™ trade from 1882-35. He sailed from England w Belgium, France, [reland, the
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Metherlands snd Wales. He had a crew of 12 10 15 men between the ages of 16and 522 1ike
his father before him, the captain was seldom at home with his Gamily, He was a1 sea when
his son. Walltce, was bom on 9" July 1883, and also when Wiillace died 13 days later

Grorge Shea's name does not appesr i the Lloyd's Ji
Repister of Captains after 1885, This means that be did
nol serve 15 a caplain or mate again, and it is sl known
il he continued o go (o sea. In October 1886, his son,
George, sailed for Australin on the Lizzie Bell, to begin
fulfilling his four-and-a-hall-year indenere as an
apprentice. Young George, now |5, was seasick for the
entire  three-month  voyage. and when he reached
Malbourne he was one of 11 crew members who
deserted the shup. Hle hid o the Australisn bush and
eventually found work us a sheep-shearer and opal-
pouger.  He told his grandson that his father had
disowned him becsuse of his desertion.  He never lefl
Australin, and died thare in 1994, Hiz hogpinl records
say that his mother was Eliza Taylor Lea — possibly the
only mother be knew, and for whom he had been an
only cluld until he left home

When Cieorge and Eliza’s next son, Alfred, was born on 30" September 1887, Ciearye wis an
ironmonger - and, when thelr daughter, Naney Marie Lea, was born on 4™ June 1889, he was
a “Jeweller Master™, Both these children were botn in Bootle, just nonh of Liverpool, where
Eliza's family lived. On 10™ June 1890, Eliza died of scute peritonitis at the age of 40, and
Creorge was left with two childeen under three vears old.

Through the years, George must have maintained his connections 10 Aberdeen — for, on 8"

January 1891, in Liverpool, he married Agnes Laird Hobbas of 24 Rosemount Place, Aberdeen,
Agrees was 23 and George was 50; but, even thaugh he hud lefi Aberdeen befisre she was borm,
their familics probably knew each other. In 1863, Agnes's parents were livingg in the same
tfenement at 5 Ann Street where George's father died in 1870, His father's second wile had
lived in the same tenement, a1 35 Ann Street, where Agnes’s grandmother lived.  Agmes was
the seventh of eight children of John Hobbs and Margaret Ingeam.  Only her eldest sistier Ann
and youngest brother Alesander remainéd in Aberdeen. Of the others, Jobn died in infancy,
Joseph and his family settled in Sowh Africa, Nellie and her fomily and the unmarried
Margaret came to the USA, and David becume a Church of Scotland minster in Glasgow

Gieompe and Agnes's first child, Florence, was bom an 21 July 1891 in Bootke.  Gieorge was i
“Master Marner™ m the martiage and on Florence's birth cemificate. By 1804, they had
moved to Aberdesn, where their first son, Horatio MeKay Skea, was born in his grandporents’
home on 3™ May. Coorge was now a “Shipmaster in the Merchant Service™ Ethel Margaret
wits borm ot 81 Westhurn Road on 207 January 1898, and Sideey was bom ot 13 Mid Stocke
Road on 20" Ogtobear 1899, These addresses are all wranie wenemenis which are sull standing,

According ro information passed on 1o lamily members, George and Agnes were i the USA
al some Ume during the [890s — probably between 1894 and 1898, because Nancy
remembered i, and she was not yet five years old when Horatio was born m 1894, She Lold
her son that the family had & difficult nme: Americans rdiculed their accents, end when thiy
wenl back to Scotland they were 0 poar that they had 1o survive on a grael made of oats and
hor water, They had rensmed 1o New York for aood by the time ithe vounsgest son, Edwin, was
born on 6™ April 1903, an Windsor Termace in Brooklyn, Agnes was 35 and George was 62
The Brookiyn Dircctory lisied three addresses for George Sken, Optician, berween 1900 and
1905: 11 Poplar, 146 Nassan and 299 10
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According to Famly lore, George Skew had o business on Maiden Lane, in Lower Manhatian,
in the early lwentieth century. 1t is varioosly described as a jewellery shop, a sporting goods
store, a8 pawnshop or o swap shop. Inguiries (o the county and city archives of New York have
tinned up no record of this business; however, this means only that it was nol a parinership
and thar George did not own the building in wirich the business was located. The fomily did
own things that ¢ould have been 1aken in trade from seamen. lor example, they had a parnot
whach offended the luies i the neighbourbood with its foul language.

Although George bad disowned his =on [n Australia, and nobody else in the family seemed to
kaow of his existence, there must have been some contact between the two. The junior
Gieorge i Awsiralia remembered mailing a package of opals, for wiuch he had never been
paid, w0 his “brother in Mew York™, and he was in possession of & business card which read:

CAPT. URO'SKEA,
(RETAY NAVAL BERERVE S

Nautical Optician, Jeweler, Dinmond Dealer,
ETE[TIT.

CHRUNOMUTLRS RATTD COMPASRSES. ADNSTED,
SEXTANTS,
MARINE GLASSES,

WALTHAM GOLD FILLED WATCHES A SPECIALTY,
86 B Third Strect
Windse Temes, AROOKLYN, K.Y,

In his mid-sixtigs, Georpe Skea may have achieved some measure of financial security: there
was money to pay for formal photographs of Apnes and himsell and of their three daughters,
looking well-dressed and lovely. Soon, however, everything fell spart on 22 December
1907, Agnes died of heart trouble. She was 40 vears old, the same age Eliza had been when
she died. George was now 67; Alfred wis 20, Nancy was 18, Floience was 16, Horath was
13, Bthel was nine, Sidnoy was cight and Edwin was four

Perhaps George thought his alder childeen were responsible enough to take care of the
younger ones. Whatever his thinking, it was probubly clouded by pain, On 12" July 1909,
this anticle gppeared in the Brooklyn Daily Tines:

SHOT HIMSELF ON GRAVE
Retired Soldier Soupht Death in Greenwood Where His Wife Was Buried

Despondenr since the death of his wife |8 months age, Capy. George H Skea. a retired
Hririgh aroiy officer [si¢], wha fives at 86 East Third Streer, Parkville, attempted to end
biin fife yesterday f fiving o bullet just over s beart while standing over his wifi's
grave In Greemwond Cemererv.  Ambwlance Surgeon Mwray, of Seney Hospital,
attended ihe weunded man, who was dater taken 1o the institution, iy wife died on
Christmas, 17, leeving seven children Yesterday the captain took two pots of flowers
and placed them on his wife's grave amd then shot kimself, At the haspleal today it was
sividd thar Capr. Skeir vias doing nicely and wonld probably recover.

George did not recover. He died on 14" July and was buried in the same unmarked grave in
the Brook!yn cemetery in which Agnes lay.
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I am one of George's 22 American grandchildren, and in 1997 | found and visited this prave
gite and left my name ot (he Greenwood Cemetery office. Wilen 2ix months, there was
another visitor to I!'II:' CemMeTery: 1.1!."I|lr:._\'_'l'."._‘i -"lll‘i-|rlllli||| '!rl'l_"I“ H!’i'l'l'l'd‘::l'll ‘lt'llrlfl.‘ "!“k:i.l. who was
led there by the information onthe busmess cand be had Tound m his grandfather™s ¢ffects
Alter learning of the existence of his American relative, he contacted me — and, 90 years after
the Captain had died, these two desoendants of his met in the summer of 1999 dnd rojoined the
branches of the family of Captain Goorge Skea

MNancy Skea Severance M. 7836

The anthor: gratefully acknowledzey the help of the volunieers amid Edivors ar ANESFHS
Hathering information and preparing chiy armele for peebfication
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SCOTTISH BOOKS, MAPS & PRINTS

Rennv Gillies Bookshop
33 Viewarks Strees Kirkparick Durbam, Castle Douglas. DGT 3HQ
Tel: (M550 60412 eroail: bonony S henny pillies ool
Scortish Books Wanred, Catalopues issued
on line shop with searchabile databass and secure ordedng at

www.bennygillies.co.uk

Your name is valuable
It is your past and future

Professor Bill Nicolaisen is an expert on Scottish
names, where they come from, and what they mean

Read him every month in
he North-east's magazine

www. leopardMag.co




